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ADVERTISEMENT. 
V Y uncle was an Antiquarian of the firſt 
magnitude as to body and mind. He 

one eye in hrs youth at Eaton ſchool by an 
explgſion of gunpowder, and the other he pored 
totally out in microſcopical obſervations on in- 
fefts and reptiles. The worthy man {reſt his 
foul! once had genius, but he lived to ex- 
tinguiſb every ſpark of it, and abſolutely to 
annihilate his very ſenſe and ſoul by an ever- 
Laſting attention to mites, and lice, and every 
 Hhecres of littleneſs in the creation. Little- 
neſs was His Dulcinea, His Venus, His beati- 
fic viſon. He was one of the honeſteſt, but 
one 'of the moſt ſlovenly ſaints JI ever knew, 
He left me all his books and all his things. 
But when I went to reconnoitre them, and to 
mnſpeft the ſtate of his ſtudy, ſuch an Hetero- 
geneous chaos of dirt, and papers, and ſnuff, 
and ſpittle, and old wigs, and woollen nigbt- 
caps, and dead flies, and ſtarved ſpiders, and 
hoary cobwebs preſented themſelves, that in my 
conſcience I do not believe it had been bruſhed 
or. ſivept fince the rebellion. Magliabec- 
chi, the famous Florentine, of immortal naſti- 
neſs never enjoyed ſuch a ſcene. I turned 
Jrom the fight with horror and — 
| Al 
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and thought of nothing leſs than turning the 
whole river, that run by the houſe, through 
my Uncle study, as Hercules once turned the 
river Alpheus through the flable of Augeas, 
and as the Confeſſionaliſt now thinks of turn- 
mg the Thames through the Church of Eng- 
land. My maid, however, could put things 
together ſome how, ſbe ſaid; — and I ſoon 

found ſhe had piled an heap .of papers which 
roſe to the elevation and amplitude of a moderate 
t#armer's hay mow. Eighteen days did this 
funeral pile 4/aze in my kitchen, as the Alex- 
andrian /ibrary once heated the baths and ovens 
in Egypt, and on the nineteenth, when the laſt 
 arm-full was now tofſed into the general con- 
Aagration, inſtantly a ſplendid cover ftruck me, 
—deſperately I thruft in my arm to ſeize this 
fame ſplendid thing, ſuch is the faſtination of 
ſplendour, when lo! 7 found the following SER 
MON, with the abovementioned title — write . 
ten for the worthieft of purpoſes, and PREACH= 
ED by my Uncle, as appears from his memo» 
randum book, BEFORE THE New SociEr v 
FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG 
CHRISTIANS, 


A SERMON, 


A SERMON. 


Joun i. 47. 


Behold | an Iſraelite indeed! in whom there 
is no guile ! 


| "EL L might our Lord teſtiſy ſurprize, 
for a man of real ſincerity 1s a ſight one 
does not ſee every day. It is a phœno- 
menon of very rare occurrence. One may look. 
for it, as Æſop did, with a candle at noon day. 
One may go even into a church and not find ir. 
Says Pope, An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God: 
but it is a work that God very ſeldom indulges us 
with a fight of. — One knows nothing this 
Nothin whether he was prieſt or a layman, 
whether he was a Jewiſh Phy/cien or only an Apo- 
tbecary, whether he was one of the Burgomaſters of 
Jeruſalem, or only the Mayor of Bethiaida, whe- 
ther he was a rich citizen or an obſcure villager. 
This we are not told — but Tawus his character 
ſtands everlaſtingly marked, and marked by a 
| perſon who was an infallible judge of moral excel- 
lence and real worth. The words here pronounced 
by our Saviour are very ftriking, — and they 
hold up before us the picture of a very amiable 
mind. Such a character as this of Nathanael is 
endeared to us by every conſideration ;—tor there is 
nothing more lovely and engaging in human life 
than INTEGRITY. It greatly wins upon our affec- 
Kons and heart, when we reflect that this diſtin- 
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guiſhed virtue here exhibited to our view was not 


merely ideal and ſpeculative, but illuſtrated in real 
life—that the PRoBITY and SINCERITY here repre- 
ſented was practical and genuine, and declared to 
be ſo by one who perfectly knew the human heart, 
and before whoſe clear and unerring perception all 
its moral principles and motives of action lay 
diſcloſed ! 

Heavens | how muſt every eye immediately 
faſten on the man thus pointed out to their notice 
and to their love? What amiable confuſion and 
embarraſſment, the lovely ſhade in which true mo- 
deſty and virtue veil themſelves; muſt it create in 
the perſon thus deſcribed, when our bleſſed Savi- 
our, upon Natbanael's approaching him, turned 
to thoſe about him, and with a ſtriking emotion 
and emphaſis ſaid : Behold! an Iſraelite indeed in 
whom there is no guile ! 

From this illuſtrious paſſage of ſacred Scripture, 
the preacher will take occaſion to repreſent to 
this worthy SocitTY, which the world muſt now 
know our late honeſt friend WiLLiam WhisToON 
inſtituted upon the glorious plan of propagating 
the true goſpel among Chriſtians, the principles 
and diſpoſitions of that amiable and happy mind 


that is adorned with IN TRBOGRITV. 


The heart, my friends, is the ſource of Acton, 
—and remember, if the original ſpring is pure, 
the inferior ſtreams will be pure; — bur if the great 


fountain be corrupt, all the branches and rivulets 


will be diſcoloured and polluted. It is a moſt ex- 


cellent and uſeful direction of our Saviour, which 


every member of this new ſociety J hope, will en- 
grave on his heart in indelible characters: Firſt 
make the tree good, and the fruit will be good: A 
good tree yieldeth good, a bad tree, bad fruit: The 
good actions of a virtuous perſon flow from the pure 
ſeurce of a good heart, —tbe actions of a bad man 
come 


| E 
come ſtained and tinctured from the impure fountain of 
a corrupt heart — for mens outward actions and con- 
verſations are but the overflowings of their hearts : 
The nobleſt treaſure, my friends, in this world is 
a good heart; the greateſt poſſeſſion is an honeſt 
mind. This directs the whole actions. of a man's 
life; this regulates and ſways all his moral powers 
and diſpoſitions. From this noble ſource proceeds 
all the decorum of rational and moral life, —all the 
excellence and worth of character. Real integrity 
and genuine goodneſs of mind, my honoured 
hearers, throws its ſelecteſt influence upon every 
principle and affection of the ſoul, and forms the 
great ſtandard by which they are all adjuſted and 
harmonized. 
But integrity, my friends, is not a ingle virtue, 
it is the united reſult and beautiful aſſemblage of 
ALL the virtues combined. And how ineſtimable 
the intrinſic and divine - worth of this moſt com- 
pendious virtue is, will appear, if we reflect that 
integrity will compenſate the ablence of many amia- 
ble qualities and intellectual accompliſhments, and 
amply atone for many deficiencies in a character. 
For example: After we have enumerated ſeveral de- 
fects and imprudencies that a man hath been guilty 
ot, and lamented, ſincerely or inſincerely, his wantof 
diſcretion, his ignorance of the world, and all his 
little caprices, his faults and his follies, if after 
all this pleaſing detail, we can add that uſual for- 
mulary, with which it is common for people to 
lum up characters Mell] he was however (peace 
to his ſhade!) a very honeſt man——we give the 
moſt honourable teſtimony to his HEART that mind 
can dictate or words expreſs ! | 

There 1s not, my 3 auditors, in all the 
circle of moral goodneſs, any thing comparable for 


real excellence and true worth, in the ſight of God 
B and 
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and man with s!NceriTy. If a man be but fin- 
cere—it matters little what his creed 1 is. 


For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight : 
His can't be wrong whoſe life is in the right. 


80 ſings the Poet. If a man be but ſincere—it is 
of little fignificancy what his ſpeculative opinions 


are, or how erroneous, in our eſtimation, his politi- 


cal, philoſophical, or theological tenets and principles 
are. If he is firmly perſuaded in his own mind of 
their truth, if he never acts inconſiſtently with his 
belief and conviction of them, and his conſcience 
never ſmites him when he is profeſſing them before 
God and the world, his character then has all the 
worthy ſignatures of an Iſraelite indeed, in whom 
there is no guile | Simplicity and godly ſincerity is the 
moſt loyely veſt with which we can adorn our 
minds, with which we can adorn all our other vir- 


tues. Where this is predominant, and appears to 


form and conſtitute a character, it commands our 
love, powerfully engages and knits to it all our beſt 
affections, and compels us to revere and venerate 
it as the glory and perfection of human nature. 
In that ſoul which we ſee is the ſeat of SINCERITY, 
and where probity, honeſty, and integrity have a 
ſhrine and temple, we can make generous al- 
lowances if other virtues are not found in that radi- 
ance and luſtre in which they appear in other cha- 
racters of leſs intrinſic worth ;—for this one great 

and glorious LUMINARY, irradiating the ſoul, will 
eaſily reconcile us to the non-appearance or abſence 


of ſeveral inferior conftellations! —— But how 


total, my brethren, muſt be the darkneſs of that 
mind where integrity is wanting? As reaſon is the 
eye of the ſoul, and ſincerity the light and guide 
of the heart,. —if this be obſcured by prejudice and 
bigotry, or extingniſhed by diſhoneſty and guilt, 


and 
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and the light, which God hath kindled in thee, Be- 
come darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs? For 
what, Sirs, are all the mental and moral accom- 
 pliſhments we can poſſeſs, without inTEGRITY ? 
| What are all the treaſures of wiſdom with which 
we can enrich our minds ?—What all the envied 
endowments we can acquire, without SINCERITY ? 
Nothing can expiate the want of this. Nothing 
that art, and genius, and erudition, and ſyſtem 
can ſubſtitute, can be an equivalent for this. _ 
If you aſk me, my hearers, what the principal 
qualities are that conſpire to form the amiable cha- 
racter of an 1fraelite indeed, in whom there is no 
guile, I would particularize the following as eflen- 
tial to it. For example: Such an one hath a 
ſacred regard for TRUTH. He never ſuffers him- 
ſelf, on any pretence whatever, knowingly to vio- 
late its obligations. He adheres to it inflexibly, 
whatever temptations from ſenſual pleaſure, ſecu- 
lar ambition, or eccleſiaſtical preferment, may 
urge him to depart from it even in the ſlighteſt 
inſtance. An Iſraelite indeed, will act with the 
ſtricteſt faith, with ancient integrity, and inviolable 
honour upon every occaſion, Nothing can tempt 
him to falſify and collude, to ſubſcribe to articles 
he does not believe, to addreſs worſhip to objects 
the Scripture does not warrant, to make public 
profeſſion of religious principles, he in his heart 
abhors, to tamper with ſincerity, to act in theſe 
ſacred tranſactions contrary to the real perſuaſions 
and clear convictions of his breaſt, or prompt ſuch an 
one to equivocate, to ſtudy mental reſervations, and 
to deſcend from its noble and exalted dignity. and 
elevation to little tricks and frauds, to little, mean, 
abject arts and artifices where the cauſe of God, 
and truth, and conſcience 1s concerned. He will 
ſpurn that miſerable evaſion which Euripides puts 
in the mouth of Hippolytus: My Tonous hath 
3: ſworn, 
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worn, but my SOUL is clear. The fair and beau» 
tiful ftrufure of the character here applauded, hath 
probity for its baſis. And what is there, my 
brethren, that ſo much ennobles and dignifies a 
character as unſullied probity, rigid honeſty, un- 
corrupted integrity, inviolate truth, ſpotleſs ſin- 
cerity? 
An HMoelite indeed, in b e 75 10 galt, l is 


alſo a foe to FLATTERY. Such a ſoul knows not © 


to cringe and fawn with illiberal meanneſs and falſe 
adulation, —cannot ſtoop to the abject, dirty office 
of a ſycophant and paraſite, — cannot offer incenſe 
at the ſhrine of villainy in power, — cannot hide 
behind a maſk, — cannot for one moment prevail 
with its conſcience to act an inſincere part, to diſ- 
ſemble and ſtifle its real ſentiments, and demurely 
utter a language and profeſſion foreign from its 
heart. Real integrity will never ſacrifice truth to 
any cf the frivolous modes of unmeaning politeneſs 
and complaiſance, will never ſacrifice its conſcience 
to any man, or body of men, that may be mean 
enough to deſire ſuch a ſacrifice ; will never indiſcri- 
minately aſſent to every thing to every corrupt man, 
and to every corrupt church, and, like certain anj- 
mals that you and I know, take its particular hue 


from every company it may caſually be thrown 


among. Sucha mind will not part with its ſincerity 
merely to catch the vain breath of popular ap- 
plauſe, to agglomerate rich livings, golden pre- 
bends, and grand preferments; — it will not ſimu- 
late, isduſtriouſly throw . a veil over truth, and 
wrap it in myſtery and myſticiſm, for fear the 
world ſhould ſee it, and its mean and groveling 
intereſts be ruined by the diſcovery. An Iſraclite 
indeed is a bleſſed ſtranger, my brethren, to this 
diſſimulation, to all n pitiful arts and artifices 

under 


* H mugs” Auf- » 8. Opnv unhloris Euripi di: Hippolytus, 
v. 612. Edit. Barnes. 
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under which ſanctimonious hypocrites and mer- 
cenary deſigning men ſhelter their unhappy: cauſe. 
His words are the genuine effuſions of a g 
heart that knows. not to deceive; his creed is the 
ſame both in the church and in the cloſet, he does 
not pray one ſet of principles and preach another, 
he does not publickly profeſs one thing before God 
and his fellow-chriſtians, and privately believe ano- 
ther ; —but why ſhould I mention particulars ? —I 
feel myſelf carried away by the enthuſiaſm my ſub- 
ject infpires, —his whole moral life is diſtinguiſhed 
by an artleſs and elegant ſimplicity and . of 
manners. 

Such dignity of character, my friends, as this in 
the text, is alſo above 0STENTATION. It loves to ſteal 
through life unnoticed; It courts the ſequeſtered 
ſhade,---an humble retreat:far from the noiſe and tu- 
mults of life, — a virtuous unambitious obſcurity. — 
, all the world unknowing and unknown.” It 
adorns this unenvied- ſtation with the plain old- 
faſhioned virtues of hoſpitality, innocence, ſimpli- 
city, and truth. Its ſtudy is not to appear, but to 
be good. It pities thoſe who hve in palaces, who 
are detained. in the inextricable labyrinth of am- 
bition, who are diſtracted by day with the conſtant 
view, and haunted by night with the conſtant dream, 
of ſplendor and greatnels, who read Athana/ian 
forms and Atbanaſian curſes, who at a ſpowy ſo- 
lemn farce which the heart abhors, who through a 
thouſand inexplicable windings, with weariſome 
ſteps, are ſlowly climbing to the pinnacle of ſecu- 
lar or ecclefiaſtical greatneſs; whoſe bregſts, though 
reſplendent: with a ftar, never felt the gladſome 
ray of ſincerity, and whoſe arms, though ſacred 
and ſanctified by a profuſion of the fine linen of 
Egypt, are never ſtretched forth, and have not 
nerves to be ſtretched forth in the cauſe of unadul- 
terared truth, ſacred liberty, and pure and primi- 
tive chriſtianity.—An Iſraelite indeed, in whom there 


is 
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is no guile, breathes not a ſingle wiſh for pomp, 
and pageantry, and glory, generouſly commiſerates 
thoſe whoſe groveling ideas connect the ſupreme _ 
felicity of life with theſe frivolous trifles, regards 
them as . foreign from the heart, the 
badges of the ſtation, not the diſtinctions of the 
man, does not pronounce thoſe bleſſed who put 
their truſt in princes, enjoy their precarious ſmile, 
and feed on thoſe odoriferous gales which the 
adulation of fycophants wafts around a court. 
Integrity will not ſtoop to any mean arts of ac- 
quiring fame or aggrandizing family ; — it will not 
purchaſe ſecular grandeur or popular applauſe at 
the price of honour and conſcience, —it prefers the 
ſatisfactions of its own breaſt, to the ſhouts of a 
ſenſeleſs mob ;—it ſeeks the gratulations of its own 
heart, the approving teſtimony of its own mind, 
and will not ſacrifice theſe for J will not torture 
my imagination to tell you for what——T1l I die, 
. I wpill never remove my integrity from me ! ſaid an 
old IJſraelitè indeed.--- | es 
So that, my honoured hearers, you ſee, ſuch an 
amiable character as this of Nathanael, preſerves 
an uniform tenor of ancient honour and plainneſs,— 
never. deviating from that dire& path which God, 
and Chriſt, and truth have marked out for his 
ſteps, —never ſcaling the ſlippery precipice of am- 
bition, nor groveling in the dirty road of popular 
applauſe. He keeps on his way rejoicing, not turn- 
ing to the right hand or to the left, not vainly de- 
ſirous to draw down upon him the notice of his 
prince, his patron, or his 4i/hop, but filently ad- 
vancing in that plain unambitious path of ſincerity 
and truth, which leads through the pilgrimage of 
this vain life to that glorious city where nothing 
enters that lovetb and maketh a lie; ever chearfully 
following where duty conducts, and labouring to 
ſecure the approbation of his God, his — 


(15) 
and his conſcience not to captivate the renown, 
and ſecure the riches and honours of a corrupt 
fate, of a corrupt church, of a corrupted and cor- 
| rupung world. 

Such a character as this; my brethren, is alfo 
ever open to CONVICTION. So was this worthy 
Iſraelite, to whom this honourable teſtimony is 
here given. Nathanael haſtily embraced and. 
avowed a notion, That no good thing could poſſibly 
come out of Nazareth. Philip, inſtead of formally 
convincing him of his error by a detail of many 
particulars, begged he would come and ſee, and 
judge for himſelf.— Upon his converſing with 
Jeſus, and being informed by him of ſome ſecret 
tranſactions of which Nathanael thought no one 
but God and himſelf had been conſcious (proba- 
bly he had been praying) this honeſt 1/raelite in- 
deed, in whom. there is no guile, at once diſcarded 
his former prejudices, openly acknowledged his 
conviction, and, like the worthy friend of reaſon 
and truth, inſtantly cried out, Rabbi] thou art the 
Son of Ged! thou art the king of Iſrael ! By this 
honeſt, open, frank confeſſion which TRUTH extorted 
from him, he evinced the truth of this diſtinguiſn- 
ed character which Chriſt gave him, ſhewed that 
he was diveſted of all guile and fraud, and ſiniſter 
principles, and was ready to abdicate all hoary 
errors and prejudices, and embrace new truth 
whenever and wherever he diſcovered it. A wor- 
thy pattern this, for prince and prelate, prieft and 
people, Well might our Saviour, who came to bear 
witneſs of the truth, honour it with ſuch a diſtin- 
guiſhed eulogy |! — Honeſt Vbiſton, my friends, 
was juſt ſuch another Nathanael. Had our Lord 
met him at Cambridge, when he publickly proteſt- 
ed againſt the Atbangſan impiety, and was expelled 
the Univerſi ity for aſſerting the ſupremacy of the 
Father, and the a of the Son, he would 

| have 
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have pronounced over him theſe very words. Or Had: 
he met old Daniel Whithy at Saliſbury, when in a 
very advanced age, the force of truth and a prin- 
ciple of honeſty engaged him to publiſh a retrac- 
tation of his former Athanaſraniſm, he would, in 


like manner, have been pointed out to the fur- 


rounding multitudes as an z/Iuſtriaus, but rare in- 
ſtance of -iNTEGKITY *. = 
One can hardly conceive any thing to he more 
amiable in any character than an openneſs to con- 
viction, a generous willingneſs to renounce error 
however grey with years, and ſanctified by length 

| of 


ear how this honeft old parſon expreſſes himſelf. It is 


the language of a Nathanael! When I wrote my commen- 


taries on the New Teſtament, I went on (too haitily I own) 
in the common beaten road of other reputed orthodox divines : 
Conceiving, firſt, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in 
one complex notion, were 'one and the ſame God, by virtue 
of the ſame individual effence . communicated from the Fa- 
ther. This confuſed notion, I am now fully convinced by 
the arguments I have offered here, and in the ſecond part of 
my reply to Dr. Waterland, to be a thing 1Myeoss1BLE, and 
full of groſs ABSURDITIES and CONTRADICTIONS. — This 
my RETRACTATION, Or Change of my opinion, after all my 
former endeavours to aſſert and eſtabliſh a contrary doctrine, 
deſerves the more to be conſidered, becaule it proceeds (and 
can proceed) from me for no other reaſon, but purely from 
the ſtrong and irrefiſtible convictions, which are now upon 
me, that I was MisTakeEn. Nothing, I ſay, but the love of 
truth can be ſuppoſed to extort ſuch a RETRACTATI1ON from 
me, who having already lived ſo long beyond the common 
period of life, can have nothing elſe to do but to prepare 


for my great change; and in order thereunto to make my 


peace with God, and my own conſcience before I die. —As 
I have no views for this world, ſo it cannot be. imagined, 
that the motives drawn from intereſt, ambition, or ſecular 
glory, can have any place with me. Or if I had, neither 
can it be imagired that I would chooſe to diſſent from the 
received opinions, the maintainers. whereof are they who 
graſp honours and preferment, and think they have the beſt 
title to thoſe advantages, MWhitby's laſt Thoughts. Preface, 
Ed. 1727. Now remember, reader, never to quote Hh:tby's 
commentaries to prove the Trinity. Wonderful, ſays the 
Confeſſional, we have not more inſtances of this integrity. 
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of time, and eftadlifhed ſyſtems; and to adopt and 
profeſs truth, whatever worldly diſadvantage may be 
the conſequence, from ſuch an honeſt proteſt and 


public avowal. This honeſt Iſraelite, in whom 


there is no guile, the moment you ſee, he was 
fully convinced that his muſt be the Mefiah, — in 
the moſt open and public manner, before them 
all, exclaimed, Thou art the king of 1ſrael ! — not 
once regarding what the bigotted Jews would 
think or ſay of his conduct for ſuch a declaration; 
it was the dictate of his judgment and of his 
Heart, —and he avowed it before them all, without 
any prudential and puſillanimous regards to conſe- 
quences. He witneſſed a gooa confeſſion, and ſpoke 
his own ſenſe and judgment of things, let the re- 
fult be what it would. This was acting like an 
Iſraelite indeed; thus Clarke, Whifton, Fackſon, 
Whitby, Pearce, Emlyn, the author of the appeal ta 
common ſenſe, and the Confeſſionaliſt have acted, and 
it was, my brethren, Tuis conduct in Nathanael 
that ſhewed there was not the leaſt tin ure of guile 
in his heart. | > 
There is not a nobler encomium than His on 
any character, in any book that ever was penned. 
O my fellow chriſtians! would to God there 
were more Nathanaels among us than the preſent age, 
I am afraid, can boaſt! How many thouſands are 
there, it is matter of ſincere lamentation, and leads 
a good man to pity and deſpiſe mankind: How many 
| thouſands are there, who ſtifle their convictions, 
who clearly ſee the truth, but chuſe not, from 
what motives God and their conſciences beſt know, 
frankly and honeſtly to acknewledge it, and are 
afraid of examining for fear of being convinced? 
This mean and abject diſpoſition of ever ſwim- 
ming with the tide of popular error, privately em- 
bracing truth, but pub/ickly countenancing falſe- 
hood, the Apoſtle by a very expreſſive term calls, 
| | holding 
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holding the TR rRH in unrIcHTEOUSNESS, They 
ſee the truth, have in their conſciences the fulleſt 
perſuaſion of it, — but have the diſhoneſty and un- 
righteouſneſs to diſſemble and ſmother it. Great 
God f—for what !why, for fear of the thunders 
of the Vatican, the cenſures of the hierarchy, the 
everlaſting odium of a ſuperſtitious vulgar, or, 
perhaps, from more abject and deſpicable princi- 
1 ples than theſe, — they prevail with themſelves 

| to ſtifle the convictions of their breaſt, and coun- 
tenance eſtabliſhed error; I mean, from mercenary 
principles, which you will ſay, are to the laſt de- 
'gree ſordid and groveling conſiderations, and wor- 
thy univerſal deteſtation and abhorrenee when they 
ſway and actuate men in the faered cauſe of truth, 
liberty, and immortality. To the whole world it 
is notorious, that the Articles of our Church are 
Calviniſtical and Trinitarian. Our Refermers were 
Calviniſts. Our .Reformers believed that Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were Athanaſians and Calvi- 
it. And now it is flagrantly notorious that by far 
the greateſt part of our preſent clergy are Unita- 
rians and Arminiazs, that is, they do not believe 
reprobation and irreſiſtible grace, they do not be- 
--Heve a Son to be as old as his Father, a Father no 
older than his Sea, and a third perſon proceeding 
from Both to be as od as both, and the fame iden- 
| tical being as both, Mercitul heaven! how dare 
gentlemen then ſtand forth before God, and with 
ſincerity, as they ſhall anſwer it at the day of judg- 
ment, where they muſt very ſhortly appear, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner declare and ſubſcribe the fol- 
lowing articles as ſacred and scRIPTURAL truths, 
calling God to witneſs the probity and integrity with 
which they ſubſcribe, Article XVII. That PRE 
DESTINATION to lif2 is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
whereby, before the ſoundation of the world, he hath 
_ « conſtantly decreed by his counſel, ſecret to us, to de- 
8 liver 
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liver from curſe and damnation thoſe whom he hath 
choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them 
by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made ta 
Honour. And as the godly doctrine of PrEDESTINA- 
- TION, and our ELECTION in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, 
Pleaſant and r:nſpeakable comfort to godly perſons; ſo 
for curious and carnal perſons, lacking the ſpirit of, 
Chrift, to have continually before their eyes the ſen- 
tence of God's Predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous 
Gawnfall, whereby the Devil doth thruſt them either 
into deſperation, or into wickedneſs of moſt unclean 
living. Art. IX. That ORIGINAL or BIRTH-SIN 7s 
the fault or corruption of the nature of every man, 
that is naturally ingendered of the off-ſpring of Adam; 
and in every perſon born into this world Ir DESERV- 
ETH Gop's WRATH AND DAMNATION. Art. XIII. 
That works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the 
inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not pleaſing to God, for- 
aſinuch as they ſpring not of faith in Feſus Chriſt, 
neither do they. make men fit to receive grace; yea,— 
WE DOUBT NOT BUT THEY HAVE THE NATURE OF 
six. Art. I. That there is but ont living and true 
God. And in the uniTY of this GODHEAD, there be 
THREE PERSONS OF ONE SUBSTANCE, POWER, AND 
ETERNITY, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Art. II. 
That the SON is THE VERY and ETERNAL Gop, cf 
ONE SUBSTANCE WITH THE FaTHER. Art. VIII. 
That the creed of ATHANas1us ought thoroughly to 
be received and believed; for it may be proved by 
moſs certain warrants of boly Scripture |! And are 
THESE then thy real and undoubted doctrines, O 
CHRISTIANITY ! Shall he, who cannot digeſt theſe 
CURIOSITIES, Without doubt periſh everlaſtingly ! Are 
not the Athanaſian curſes that thouſands and mil- 
lions ſolemnly pronounce thirteen times a year, 
more offenſive to the Deity than all the oaths that 
all our ſoldiers and ſailors ſwore laſt war. Is This, 

| C2 the 


( 20 ) 
the character of the God we ſerve, and the goſpel 
we profeſs! Can a dying creature, formed for im- 
mortality, in its heart regard theſe things with 
horror, and yet perjure itſelf by ſolemnly ſubſcrib- 
ing them as ſacred ſcriptural truths, and make it- 
ſelf a mean and miſerable object in the ſight of 
Gop and good men, by publickly reading or re. 
citing theſe inſults upon truth and ſcripture every 
jabbath, as pleaſing to God and perfective of the 
- devotion and edification of chriſtian people? O 
my. brethren ! what can be a greater proſtitution 
of honour, of integrity, of ſincerity, and of true 
goodneſs of heart than ſuch external compliances, 
while the heart at the time it is uttering, ab- 
hors them ? What can be a greater proſtitution of 
probity, of honour, and of truth, than appearing 
in a public manner, and ſolemnly offering ſacrifices, 
which in our own conſciences we know are neither 
commanded by ſcripture, nor acceptable to God ? 
If the only acceptable worſhip of the Deity, is the 
worſhip of the heart, and that which is paid 70 
him in ſpirit and truth, what a flagrant inſult 1s it, m 
brethren, to approach his ſacred conſcious preſence 
with truth in our hearts, but falfhood on our lips — 
our hearts, and judgments, and conſciences, at eternal 
variance with the forms and maledictions we pro- 
-nounce ? Is {ſuch demureneſs and hypocriſy as this, 
acting the part of an Iſraelite indeed, in whom then 
is no guile ? — Take away HONESTY, and you leave 
religion a ſhadow without a ſubſtance. — Where in- 
fincerity begins, religion ends — Religion is a mat- 
ter of conſcience, — and there can be no religion 
where conſcience and truth are ſuppreſſed. An 
' Tſraclite indeed, therefore, will ftudy no mental re- 
ſervations, — will have no recourſe to Jeſuitical 
evaſions, --- will not allow himſelf to equivocate 
and prevaricate;---7ead one thing and mean 8 
4 | — 5 bud 
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but make a frank, a liberal, a chriſtian retrac- 
tation of any erroneous and miſtaken notions, and 
avow its belief of what it apprehends to be TrRuTE4 
AND SCRIPTURE, however repugnant it may be to 
the creed of the majority, or ſubverſive of its 
temporal intereſts,---without cloaking, ſtifling, or 
diſſembling its own convictions. Truth and ſin- 
cerity ought ever to be ſacred, and ſhould never be 
_ violated on any pretence and motive whatſoever. 
This is the way to approve ourſelves to the God of 
truth, who loveth truth in the inward part, who is 
the patron and guardian of truth; who ſent his 
Son to bear witneſs to the truth, and to ſanctify 

and eſtabliſh among men its ſacred intereſts. 
Of all men, my hearers, /incerity moſt adorns 
and dignifies the character of a miniſter of the 
goſpel. Surely of all mankind, a public in- 
ſtructor ought to be an 1/raelite indeed, in whom 
there is no guile. Such a character his orrics pecu- 
 tiarly claims. A Preacher who ſuſtains the united 
characters of Philoſopher, Scholar, and Divine, 
ſhould ever be the friend and guardian of TR urn, 
and make it the ſtudy and ambition of his whole 
life to extend her triumphs. Honeſty is amiable 
in any character, but peculiarly amiable in divines; 
becauſe the world is too much diſpoſed to think 
that of all men hey have the leaſt ſhare of it. 
For I know not hy what fatality it has happened, 
that in the character of a common tradeſinan, that 
ſells you a yard of tape or incle, hoxeſty is reckon- 
ed the loweſt attainment, — in a divine, it is the 
higheſt. In no one order and ſtation does ſinceritiy 
appear ſo lovely and engaging. Chriſtian truth is the 
noſt important concern in the world, and the faith- 
ful aſſertor and promoter of it is the moſt illuſtrious 
of all characters. Heaven beholds ſuch integrity 
with complacence. All good men love and vene- 
. rate 
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rate ſuch — They who have virtue enough 
to proteſt openly againſt errors in eſtabliſhed _ 
ſyſtems and corruptions in chriſtian doctrine and 

worſhip, and to aſſert the cauſe of truth, liberty, 
and pure unadulterated chriſtianity, never want 
bs providence. of God raiſes up the wiſe 
and good to patroniſe them, and very few inſtances 
can be produced, where miniſters of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed integrity and ſpirit have by the general 
torrent of bigotry been overwhelmed unprotefted, 
periſhed unaſſiſted, and died and been forgotten, 
The God of TruTa ſways the ſceptre of the 

world,---he is the eternal guardian of RUTH, — 
in every ſucceſſive age he raiſes up perſons to pro- 
claim it, providentially protects theſe his faithful 
ſervants,---gives a bleſſing to their enquiries in in- 
veſtigating, and to their Iabours in propagating, 
TRUTH --- engages the opulent and powerful to 
eſpouſe their cauſe, - and will not permit its ill 
voice to be totally ſilenced and drowned in the 
ſhouts of public pleaſure and folly, the uproar of 
lecular occupation, or the general rant and cla- 
mours of prieſtcraft and fanaticiſm. A preacher 
of chriſtianity, as ever he hopes worthily to dif- 
charge the incumbent duties of his arduous func- 
tion, as ever he hopes for the bleſſing of God upon 
his miniſterial labours, as ever he expects at the 
laſt day the approbation and applauſe of the great 
ſbepberd and biſhop of fouls, muſt impartially and 
diligently read the Scriptures, the great STANDARD 
of truth, and cHARTEHR of chriſtian liberty, and 
faithfully declare what he finds there ; --- he muſt 
deal plainly with ſouls,---not ſuffer men to ſlumber 
in error, not diſguiſe the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
and not in human creeds, not be afraid to unde- 
ceive them, and honeſtly deliver unpleaſing and 
unpopular truths. It he be an Unitarian * his 
cart, 
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zeurt, he muſt not publickly recite Athanuſtan 
forms. If he be a man of charity and benevolence, 
he muſt not pronounce the Athanaſian curſes. O 
my chriſtian brethren, with what ſcorn and con- 
tempt muſt the great God, and the bleſſed Jeſus 
view a chriſtian miniſter who for months and years. 
can handle the word of God deceitfully,---1 contradict 
in his preaching the tenor of his prayers, and the 
doctrine of the articles he hath ſubſcribed ? --- Can 
ſtudy ambiguous phraſes which Bimſelf underſtands 
in one ſenſe, but which he knows his hearers wilt 
take in a quite different one, who adapts his diſ- 
courſes not to what he knows in his confcience to be 
truth, but to the errors and prejudices of his 
hearers,---who acts, as if it were equally true in Pro- 
teftant, as it is in Popiſh countries, That ignorance 
is the mother of devotion. Sirs! does ſuch dupli- 
city and infincerity as this, adorn the character of 
thoſe who ought to be the alt of the earth, and the 
light of the world, to preſerve it from corruption and 
darkneſs ?---O with what indignation and contempt, 
will Chriſt, and angels, and good men, look upon 
ſuch hypocrites,---fuch puſillanimous ſlaves to man's 
prejudices, errors, and vices, as to be afraid to hold 
up a faithful glafs before them ! Do you think, my 
| brethren, when a paſtor of this character is brought 
to the awful bar, that the Judge will turn to the 
army of MaxTvRs and Conress0Rs, and ſay, Be- 
bold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile? 
It diſcovers the greateſt folly and infatuation in this 
world, when ſuch a day is at hand, and will very 
ſhortly break upon us in all its tremendous awful- 
neſs, when real characters will be laid open before 
| angels and men, and our honeſty or diſboneſty be 
known; to act the part of diſſemblers and hypo- 
erites, to ſubſcribe articles of religion we do not 
c believe, Fry repeat the jargon of à creed we 
; privately 
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cfoately deteſt, to addreſs worſhip to objects which | 
we know the Scripture does not command, to pre- 
varicate and equivocate, and do violence to our 
underſtanding and conſcience, in framing a thou- 
ſand ſubtilties, and weaving a number of inſane 
and viſionary cobwebs, to give a plauſibility to 
eſtabliſned and popular errors, and to reconcile 
ourſelves and others to public offices, which at the 
ſame time, are the SECRET grief and burden of our 
fouls, to ſpeak peace to men in their errors and 
ſins, rather than diſguſt them by honeſtly warning 
them of their duty and danger, and thus loſe an 
happy eternity, for what ?——Why for a few 
vain moments of wretched inſincerity ! 
O Lord! how few Nathanaels are there in the 
eouRTs of Kings and Princes! A court was the 
firſt region Aſtræa quitted. This abode ſincerity 
hath long relinquiſhed. Here there is hardly any 
thing but form and mode; --- a certain et 
formula of unmeaning ceremony, — ſhowy ax 
pearance without reality, --- great profeſſions with 
out one ſerious intention,---liberal promiſes without 
one thought of pertorming,---{mooth-tongued adu- 
lation, falſe and fawning flattery, the ſtudied re- 
ception, the warmeſt embraces, the moſt affection- 
ate expreſſions, the molt ſacred and ſolemn de- 
clarations to befriend you, which vaniſh into air 
the moment they are pronounced; the next day 
or the next hour are utterly loſt to their remem- 
brance, --- nothing but infincerity, duplicity, and 
grimace here reign. It is a miracle, a glorious 
miracle, if but a /ingle perſon in a whole century 
that ſteps over the threſhold of a court, comes 
ont an honeſt. man. The whole air breathes- in- 
feftion, ſays the arch-biſhop of Cambray. The me- 
narch is ſo eternally beſieged by ſycophants and 


paraſites, and flatterers, and favorites, that the 
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6 und of honeſty and plain truth hardly ever ſtrikes 
his ear; --- for it is the intereſt of theſe legions f 
| tnercenaries to keep their Sovereign hoodwinked, 
to blind his eyes with warm aſſiduities, and poiſon” 
his mind with fulſome flattery, © 
Well then, in this circle there are but few 
Iſraelites indeed, in whom there is no guile We 
may find integrity and ſincerity, if we ſearch for 
them in happy villages, and cottages; bur we ſhall 
be diſappointed, if we look for them in courts 
and palaces: From time immemorial a court has 
always, by Hiſtorians, Philoſophers and Poets, been 
deſcribed as the peculiar privileged region of in- 
Ancerity. O how applicable is the following paſ- 
ſage of Scripture to courts and courtiers! Deſtruc- 
tion and miſery are in their ways : there is no fear of 
. God before their eyes: they are all gone out of the 
thay : they are altogether become unprofitable : there is 
none that doeth good, no not one: their throat is an 
open ſepulchre : with their tongues they have uſed 
deceit : the poiſon of aſps is under their lips: The 
good of their country is here leſs conſulted than 
private intereſt, than low groveling ſchemes to 
PENSION, ENNOBLE, and aggrandiſe themſelves and 
their families. If they can but be ſo happy as to 
load the atmoſphere about the throne with- lies, 
whiſper falſhood in their Sovereign's ear, and ſecure 
opulence and honours to themſelves and theirs, 
Popery may again, for them, deluge the land, his 
Holineſs once more be the firſt clergyman in Britain, 
Athanaſianiſm everlaſtingly triumph, and the cauſe 
of truth, of liberty, of chriſtianity, and of their 
eountry, periſh for ever . 
The ace, my honoured auditors, the act in 
which we live, is in an eminent degree learned and 
inquiſitive. The arts and ſciences have attained a 
perfection unknown to former ages. Never was 
TE D 
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rv1L LIBERTY better underſtood. Never were the 
laws of fociety, and the rights of humanity, more 
accurately defined, and more generally compre- 
hended. The writings of the Deiſts have done 
ſignal and illuſtrious ſervice to , chriſtianity, by 
bo. +" its evidences to be re-examined, its nature 
and real doctrines to be diſcuſſed in a free and li- 
beral debate, and the whole ſyſtem to be imparti- 
ally and accurately reviewed the reſult of which 
examination and enquiry hath been, that the 
chriſtian religion to every candid and ingenuous 
mind, will evinee itſelf to be the cauſe of God, 
of truth, of liberty, and of righteouſneſs; and in 
conſequence of this free and generous diſcuſſion, 
chriſtianity was never better underſtood in any 
ra and period of the church. It is now known, 

and lamented, that Deiſm would long ago have 
been extinct, if it had not been for the eftabliſhed 
ſyſtems of a ſpurious chriſtianity, that have kept it 
alive and vigorous, — it being notorious that the 
objections of theſe gentlemen affect not THAT 
cbriſtian religion which is exhibited in the New 
Jeſtament, but only that Hay and sTUBBLE, (as St. 
Paul ſtyles human additions) the abſurd and irra- 
tional doctrines of predefiination, original fin, im- 
puted righteouſneſs, irreſiſtible grace, the Atbanaſian 
impiety of three co-equal Gods, — under loads of 
which vile and worthleſs refuſe, the profane hands 
of popiſh ſchoolmen, and myſtical viſionaries, have 
overwhelmed chriſtianity, and almoſt totally hid its 
divine form from. the world. The chriſtianity of 
our great Reformers, who, it ought ever to be re- 
membered, had but juſt emerged. from the dark 
abyſs of Popery, and who cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have ſtruck out a perfect ſcheme at once, is now 
uo longer the chriſtianity of the learned and intelli- 

gent enquirer. Three centuries have not flowed 
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in vain. The fream in its glorious progreſs hath 
ever been more and more ample and lucid, and is 
ſtill purifying and enlarging. Biblical literature, 
within theſe late years, hath been greatly cultivat- 
ed. Churchmen and Diſſenters have vied with each 
other in this oxy generous and worthy contention. 
Knowledge, RELIGious knowledge, through the 
auſpicious influence of our excellent conſtitution, 
hath been widely diffuſed, hath no longer been 
confined within the magic circle of Prieſts and Pre- 
lates, but hath extenſively circulated in ſociety, and 
reached ſome of rhe loweſt claſſes and orders of 
the /aity, What hath been the providential con- 
ſequence, my hearers ? Why,—the Gop of re- 
ligious dulnets now no longer ſways his leaden ſcep- 
tre over Britain. The Fo of ſpiritual ſorcery 
is now diſſolved. Myſtery and Myſticiſm are now 
leaving us, and retiring to their native regions, 
Erebus and Rome, Hell and the Vatican. The triple 
Geryon of Athanafianiſm but feebly holds his en- 
chanted caſtle. The goods of this ſtrong man, arm- 
ed with ſpells and incantations, have long been in 


peace; but a ftronger than he, heavenly rxurn, is ' © 


now binding him and waſting his goods. It ſhould 
ſeem from the Appeal to the common ſenſe of all 
chriſtian people, from the Confeſſional, and other 
late publications, that great numbers of our pre- 
ſent clergy are ſick of Atbanaſianiſin, think it a 
ſatire upon Arithmetic as weli as an inſult upon 
Chriſtianity, and fervently wiſh with Archbiſhop 
'T1ILLOTSON, THAT THE CHURCH WAS BUT ONCE 
FAIRLY RID OF IT. Wiſe and learned men, both 


in the Church and among the Diſſenters, are aſham- _ 


ed of ringing changes upon co-equality, co-ejſentiaii- 
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ty, the hypoſtatical union, everlaſting ſonſhip, eter- 
nal generation, neceſſary emanation, create and un- 
ereate, begotten and unbegotten, proceeding and not 
proceeding, and other cur1081T1Es unknown to 
_ Chriſt, and Prophets, and Apoſtles. Since Concor- 
dances have been publiſhed, it is now found, that 
there is no ſuch word as Trinity in the whole 
Bible, th THIRD PERSON is no where called 
Gop, and not one inſtance of prayer and religious 
_ worſhip addreſſed to the Holy Ghoſt, can be pro- 
duced . Eyen one of our learned Biſhops hath 
freely pronounced original fin, to be a contradiction 
in terms, for as the word /n implies an act of the 
will, ſo the word original implies the C irect con- 
trary . N 5 | 


- Andyet, O eternal God, with all this light blazing 
around them, with all this conviction warm in their 
| breaſts, a dying creature can ſolemnly ſtand forth 
before THEE, and ſubſcribe, and read, and mutter 
forms and expreſſions, which, at the very time, it 
is conſcious are a reproach upon thy word, and of: 
fenſive to thee ! — How can clergymen, how can 
_ gentlemen in the uniTarIan ſcheme, countenance 
a worſbip which in their conſciences they diſapprove, 
and publickly offer ſacrifices which their reaſon and 
underſtanding ſpurn ? This insINCERITY, my bre- 
thren, in prieſt and people, is one of the crying 
fins of the preſent age. Hardly any thing can 
equal the guilt of ſuch wretched hypocrity, — 
honour God with our lips, while our hearts are 
far from our words: —Our boſoms irradiated with 
© pantera che; 88 — 


Even an honeſt Livery-/ervgn? hath proved this to the 
everlaſting confuſton of all the orthodox on the face of the 
globe. See an Attempr to reſtore the ſupreme worſhip of God 
the Father Almigbiy, by George Williams à Livery-ſervant. 2d. 
Ed. Printed for Fecket in the Strand, © 
" + Thoughts on jelf-leve, Kc. p. 17. 
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heavenly light and truth, yet numbling the Pell of 
occult and unintelligible jargon } What would one 
2 conclude from ſuch a conduct in ſcholars, 

n gentlemen, in chriſtians ? — What! ? but chat 
— and ſincerity have fled the earth, —at leaſt, 
that the Church is na longer the zemple where 
theſe heavenly gueſts are found. Well may Deiſin 
| triumph, and infidelity inſult over chriſzians, when 
they can ſimulate and prevaricate in this manner; 
—talk, indeed, intelligently, and defend chriſti- 
anity upon rational principles—but, in their public 
conduct, in their ſubſcribing to articles of Religion 
they do not believe, and countenancing CREEDS 
which they privately ridicule and abhor, exhibit 
patterns of duplicity and inſincerity to the world, 
Which they, and every honeſt man muſt, and do, 
contemplate with indignation and horror. 

To you, the Laity, I addreſs myſelf. From 
YOU, a farther reformation in religion, if ever it 
begin, myſt have its origin, Thoſe who fatten on 
| — loaves and fiſhes are too ſelfiſh to remove the leaſt 
obſtacle. Cryfl. LIBERTY a owes her triumphs, 
the preſent glorious EXTENTION of her triumphs to, 
you. And RELIGIOUS LIBERTY NOW proſtrate at 
your feet, with ſtreaming eyes and piercing lamen- 
fations, looks up to you, and implores your om- 
nipotent protection and patronage. Vindicate her 
ſacred cauſe. Dare to be /7 ngularly virtuous. From 
the inexplicable labyrinth of error and darkneſs, 
in which religious TRUTH hath been detained fo 
many centuries, introduce her into open day, and 
let her once more behold the face of heaven. 
Diſſolve, at one generous ſtroke, thoſe adaman- 
tine irons which Athanaſius and Calvin forged, and 
in which ſhe hath ſo long languiſlied. Of what 
avail is it that our houſes are _ caſtles, our papers 
ſacred, and our perſons free, if our MINDS are 

fettered, 


* 
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fettered, and our underſtandings ſtill wear the ig 
nominious chains of ſyſtematic tyranny ? This is a 
great and glorious: undertaking | The attempt, 


though you fail in the execution, will heap ever- 
laſting honours upon you both in this warld and 


anotber. For God's ſake, then, for your o.]. 
fakes, for the ſake of your religion, and your 
country, DELIVER myriads and millions from the 
crying fins of hypocriſy and inſincerity, —DELIVER 
hundreds of worthy clergymen from that burden 


under which they groan, but which they can nei- 


ther remove nor. ſoften, — DELIVER our Church 
from that oppreſſive load of human doctrines and 
irrational tenets under which it n lies over- 
whelmed, — DELIVER your country from the atro- 
cious guilt of inſincere ſubſcriptions, Athanaſian 
curſes, and religious di/ſumulation ! For Tais, gen- 
tlemen, you will gain what the old Romans always. 
judged the greateſt of acquiſitions, an IMMORTALITY. 


or rau, — for Tas, millions in every ſucceſſive 


age will riſe up and call you bleſſed, — for This, 


every good parent, in every period, will point out 
to his children, in the Britiſn annals, the * of 


your ſingular integrity, for Tas, you will enſure, 
through all the changing ſcenes of Ie and in the 

article of expiring nature, the. pureſt, calmeſt de- 
lights, and the nobleſt mental ſatisfactions that the 
God of truth can infuſe, and conſcious goodneſs 
inſtil into the human breaſt, for 1his, every one 
of you, who hath thus ſignalized and immorta- 
lized his name in the ſacred cauſe of TRUTH, LIBER- 
TY and CHRISTIANITY, in the morning of the RE- 
SURRECTION, Will, by the great JupGs, be pre- 

ſented with marks of peculiar diſtinction, to the 
embrace of angels, martyrs, and honeſt men made 


perfect, who will addreſs himſelf to the whole aſ- 


ſembled 


64 
ſetnbled world, and, with heart · felt emotion and 
à countenance lighted up with approbation and 
complacence, pronounce over you the illuſtrious 
. eulogy in my text, —Behold ! an Hraelite indeed! in 
whom there is no guile! 
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